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WILLIAM A HARPER. 

William A. Harper, landscape painter, who 
died in the city of Mexico March 27, 1910, 
was closely identified with the Art Institute. 

He was born, of colored parents, near 
Cayuga, Canada, Dec. 27, 1873, moved 
to Petersburg, 111., 1885, and attended 
school there, moved to Jacksonville, 111., 
1 891, and entered the Art Institute school 
in 1895, where he was graduated with the 
second honors in 1901. He taught drawing 
in the public schools of Houston, Texas, and 
went to Paris in 1903-5 and again in 
1 907-8, where he foraned relations with 
Henry O. Tanner, and painted with Wm. 
Wendt and Charles Francis Browne. His 
pictures of French and American landscape 
have been successfully exhibited in the Art 
Institute and many other American exhibi- 
tions. 

In 1905 in the Annual Exhibition of Art- 
ists of Chicago he received a prize from the 
Municipal Art League for a group of paint- 
ings. In 1908 in the same exhibition he 
was awarded the prize of the Young Fort- 
nightly Club, $100, for a painting entitled 
"Old houses and vines." 

His health failing he went to Cuernevaca, 
Mexico, in October, 1908, and died of con- 
sumption in the American Hospital in the city 
of Mexico, March 27, 1910. 

He was a man of the highest principles, of 
exceptional professional skill, and of great in- 
dustry; and he united with these qualities 
good sense, good temper and self control, 
which were very necessary in his difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

Memorial services were held for him May 
1 at Bethesda Baptist Church of Chicago, of 
which he was a member. Among the speak- 
ers were Lorado Taft, the sculptor, and W. 
M. R. French, Director of the Art Institute. 



His father and brother live in Decatur, 111. 

He is widely mourned by his brother art- 
ists in Chicago and elsewhere. 

A memorial exhibition of his paintings will 
be held in the Art Institute, opening July 26. 



Mr. W. L. De Wolf has presented to the 
Art Institute twenty-one etchings by Sir Sey- 
mour Haden. All are excellent proofs, and 
some are distinctly rare. They will be in- 
stalled in the print collection in the near 
future. Among the plates represented are 
several dry points of great value to the col- 
lection, including the Sunset in Tipperary, 
The Three Sisters, and the Mytton Hall. 
Among the etchings are the Breaking up of 
the Agamemnon, the Little Shere Mill Pond, 
The Towing Path, and others equally desir- 
able. This gift is the more welcome as the 
Institute does not possess works of this master 
in proportion to the number of proofs by other 
modern etchers in the collections. 



An exhibition of nearly a hundred etchings 
by members of the Chicago Society of Etchers 
was hung in the Club Rooms for a short 
time in April. The room was decorated and 
a catalogue issued by the Etchers, the whole 
affair being for the Associate members of the 
Society. 

Henry O. Tanner's great picture of the 
Wise and Foolish Virgins, " Behold the 
Bridegroom Cometh," will be exhibited in 
the Autumn Exhibition. 

It is the intention to surmount the stone 
balustrade of the new architectural terrace by 
vases and plants, and to erect ornamental 
flag poles and banners in the bastions at the 
ends of the building. The need is felt of 
some festal features to relieve the sombre ef- 
fect of the building. 



